
 

 

Barnes connection to BMCEP helped spark business ventures  
 

First exposed to the prospect of college life through his 

Apalachicola connections, Gregory Barnes benefitted from the 

Black Male College Explorers Program during the mid to late 

1990s. Although now he is a successful business owner as well 

as a State of Florida contractor, he will never forget how he was 

recruited to participate in the program as a youth.  

His connection to BMCEP came shortly after the 

program’s establishment through Educator Mr. Charles Watson, 

who Barnes said taught and raised him as well as Dr. Frederick 

S. Humphries, who was president of Florida A&M University at the time. Both men were from 

Apalachicola. It was at FAMU that he met then-director Tommy Mitchell Sr. and Adel Manatee, 

Barnes said who became like family members to him. 

“It [the program] gave me an opportunity to live on a college campus,” he said. “I never 

considered what I would do after high school during that time. However, I graduated from high 

school, attended and graduated from Florida A&M University, and opened my own computer 

repair and consulting business. I also worked for the State of Florida as a Computer Systems 

Analyst.” Barnes and wife also own and runs an online clothing apparel business and a Home 

Childcare Service. It is important to note that Barnes had also worked in two Fortune 500 

companies by the time he was 35.  

Barnes said if he could offer advice to future program participants, it would be to take full 

advantage of the opportunity because unfortunately these types of opportunities aren’t often 

extended to kids with his background and in the communities that he’s from.    

“Soak everything in,” he said. “Think about and begin to plan for the future…now.”  

He fondly remembers as a participant in the program visiting the Career Center on campus. 

It is during those visit that helped him focus on the area of work he wanted to pursue.  

“BMCEP has evolved throughout the years,” he said. “The program remains a real 

opportunity for ‘at-risk’ youth to see outside of their community. Students can see things they have 

not seen or been exposed to. It is hard sometimes to get a group of young people to see that it is 

okay to be smart and cool. This program helps participants understand that idea.” 


